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schools, public schools are mandated to use 
these tests to determine graduation for stu-
dents and for teacher and administrator 
evaluations. It is positively stressing us— 
and our system—to the max. 

Our teachers, students, and parents all say 
the extreme amount of time focused on test-
ing is causing ridiculous amounts of stress in 
the classroom, faculty room, and at home. 
The angst is palpable as you walk through 
our hallways. 

Where is there time for creativity in teach-
ing? Where is there time for exploration and 
collaboration? Our talented staff do their 
very best to find ways to incorporate what 
needs to be tested into their dynamic lesson 
plans, but it is difficult, given the time con-
straints and enormous amount of material 
being covered. 

Ultimately, that negativity is going to 
drive down our test scores. Learning should 
be challenging, but also enjoyable and excit-
ing. Teaching should be dynamic and cre-
ative. We are missing that because of these 
tests. 

I am not advocating a system without any 
testing, rigor, or accountability, but what 
we are doing right now isn’t working. 

Teachers have literally sent me hundreds 
of examples of how students are worried, 
anxious, and depressed. The rules for taking 
these exams are crazy as well. 

Springtime in a school should be full of ex-
citement and learning—not anymore. The 
last 3 weeks, our schools have looked more 
like prisons than educational institutions. 
The rules allow students to take as much 
time as they need, but once they close the 
booklet, the session is over, and they can’t 
return to it. 

Let’s reauthorize the ESEA. Let’s re-
duce the Federal footprint over public 
education. It is the right thing to do. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 11 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Rabbi Claudio Kogan, Temple Eman-
uel, McAllen, Texas, offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Our God and God of our ancestors, 
God of compassion, God of justice, and 
God of peace. 

In this great Hall where dreams come 
true, we ask Your blessings upon these 
great men and women, the Representa-
tives of the people. They have devoted 
their lives to our welfare. Give them 
wisdom and courage. Inspire them with 
the teachings of our prophets, as they 
answer Isaiah’s call to feed the hungry 
and clothe the naked, Jeremiah’s re-
quest to protect the orphan and the 
widow, and Ezekiel’s plea to lift up 
those who cannot stand on their own in 
this land and all lands. 

As an immigrant who came to this 
country 16 years ago and became an 
American citizen just 2 years ago, I 
join this House in a prayer of profound 
gratitude and deep appreciation for the 
blessings we, the people of the United 
States of America, are privileged to 
enjoy. I ask You, God, to let the lights 
of truth and harmony shine from this 
Chamber as beacons for the betterment 
of all Americans. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question are postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Montana (Mr. ZINKE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. ZINKE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING RABBI CLAUDIO 
KOGAN 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINO-
JOSA) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize Rabbi Claudio 
Kogan from Temple Emanuel in 
McAllen, Texas, for his service today 
as guest chaplain. 

A native of Argentina, Rabbi Kogan 
and his wife, Anna, immigrated to the 
United States where he continued his 
studies, receiving several master’s de-
grees. 

Rabbi Kogan has served congrega-
tions all over the United States. He has 
worked to develop a strong interfaith 
connection with his Christian and Mus-
lim counterparts. He has received nu-
merous awards for his essays on reli-
gion and ethics. 

In addition to his rabbinical duties, 
Rabbi Kogan is also a medical doctor. 
He has been a high school teacher in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and has combined his 

religious and medical training by serv-
ing as a hospital chaplain at a variety 
of institutions. 

Rabbi Kogan is joined here today by 
his lovely wife, Anna, and his two 
beautiful children, Milena and Ezekiel. 

I want to thank him for his prayer 
and for his service to my community. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YODER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation as a member of the 
Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 10, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: I write to offer 
my official resignation as a member of the 
House Committee on Science, Space & Tech-
nology, effective today, June 10, 2015. It has 
been an honor and a privilege to serve on 
this committee over the last four years. 

Sincerely, 
STEVEN M. PALAZZO, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 

f 

ELECTING CERTAIN MEMBERS TO 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Republican Conference, I offer a 
privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 304 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Mr. Kelly of 
Mississippi. 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECH-
NOLOGY: Mr. Abraham. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Mr. Kelly 
of Mississippi. 

Ms. FOXX (during the reading). Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the resolution be considered as read 
and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 
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